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rise we may trace the thought that British sea-power was the one
permanent obstruction to German expansion and world-power, the
one limiting condition to the assertion of the German will even on
the continent of Europe. To wear this down and to place Britain
in a position in which she would be unable to use her weapon for fear
of losing it, was the avowed object of the first great Germany Navy
Law of 1900, and seldom has an ultimate object been more openly
advertised than in the famous " Risiko " paragraph of that law. It
was, according to the German conception of world policy, an entirely
legitimate object, but it was also a notification to Great Britain that
unless she were prepared to fight for it, she would sooner or later have
to surrender her unique position. From this time onward it became
less and less probable that she would be able to remain neutral in any
conflict in which Germany and her allies were bidding for supremacy
in Europe.
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